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blackguard arid disreputable speech in the House. Begin-
ning with the false assertion that the speech was prepared
two months ago, and continuing with the equally false
assurance that an interlude, or byplay, which was intro-
duced was unpremeditated, this wretched old man dis-
played more strongly than in his speech those bad traits
of dissimulation, insincerity, falsehood, scandal-loving,
and defamation that have characterized his long life.
The Radical managers and leaders were cognizant of his
speech, and had generally encouraged it, but I shall be dis-
appointed if they do not wish the vain old man had been
silent before many months. Such disgraceful exhibitions
can do the author and his associates no good, nor those
whom he assails enduring harm. The people may not in the
first excitement and under the discipline of party be enabled
to judge of the conspirators correctly who are striving to
divide the Union, not by secession but by exclusion. It is
clearly a conspiracy, though not avowed.

March 13, Tuesday. Had a call this evening from Mr.
English, the Democratic candidate for Governor in Con-
necticut. He is very decidedly, and I think sincerely, in
favor of the President's policy. With General Hawley, who
is the Administration candidate, I am more intimate, and
for him I personally feel special regard, yet such is the
strange mixture of parties that his election would be hailed
as a triumph by the opponents of the Administration. I am
much embarrassed by this state of things. I believe Haw-
ley intends to support the President, yet, tainted by party,
he also aims to support Congress in its differences with the
Executive. He will find it difficult to reconcile the two,
and if compelled to make an election he would be more
likely at the present moment to go wrong, I fear, than
right.

Mr. English desired an introduction to the President,
whom he wishes to see concerning some person who is
imprisoned in Tennessee, and is acting in concert with